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R. Judah says, “The first of it falls on the seventh, the intermediate 
on the seventeenth, and the last on the twenty- third.” 


R. Yosé says, “The first of it falls on the seventeenth, the 
intermediate on the twenty-third, and the last on the thirtieth [= 
the new moon of Kislev].” 


And so did R. Yosé say, “Individuals do not begin to fast be fore 
the new moon [of Kislev]’’ [cf. M. 1:4A] [T. Ta. 1:3]. 


Said R. Abba Mari, brother of R. Yosé, “All concur regarding the 
seventeenth that it is the time for the setting of the star, Kimah. 


“For that’s the date of the descent of Kimah [when the Lord took two 
stars away from the Constellation, and the flood came down onto the 
world. 


“What is the Scriptural evidence for that statement? 


“In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the 
seventeenth day of the month], on that day all the fountains of the great 
deep burst forth, [and the windows of the heavens were 

opened]’” (Gen. 7:11). 


[K] R. Abba bar Zamina, R. Eleazar in the name of R. Hoshaiah: “The 
law accords with the view of him who says, On the third of 
Marheshvan they pray for rain [M. 1:3A].” 


[L] And why did he not say, “In accord with R. Meir”? 


[M] Because there are Tannaite authorities who, in repeating the 
tradition, will [become confused and give the wrong name, while if 
the decided law is stated in language referring to its substance, no 
one can become confused]. 


How much rain must descend for a person to be liable to say a 
blessing? 


R. Hiyya in the name of R. [64b] Yohanan: “At the outset, enough to 
fructify the earth. At the end, enough to wash off the surface of roof 
tiles.” 


R. Yannai b. R. Ishmael in the name of R. Simeon b. Lagish: “At the 
outset, enough to fructify the earth, and at the end, enough to dissolve 
the sealing clay [used to stop a cask].” 


[D] But does sealing clay dissolve? 


[E] Rather they regard it as if it were soaked. 


